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Ryde Secondary College has over 80 co-curricular activities offered to students across all years.  Descriptions of the more popular activities available are listed below:
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Student Representative Council
The Student Representative Council (SRC) consists of 5 councils, Culture Council, Social Justice Council, Enviro Council, School Service Council and Sports Council.  Each Council consists of 2 prefects and 10 students from Years 7-10, who undertake roles and activities aligned with the purpose of their Council.
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Duke of Edinburgh Program
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a self-development program open to all young people between the ages of 14 and 25.  The Award is non-competitive and encourages young people to set and achieve goals appropriate to their abilities and potential.  Students who complete the program emerge with strong friendship bonds and skills that will support them through life.  Through this program Ryde Secondary has built vital community partnerships with local primary schools, community groups and local businesses.
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After school sporting activities  
Volleyball is offered to all students once a week after school for social games, and grade sport training is regularly provided.
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Drama Club, Junior & Senior (after school)                                             
Regular drama workshops after school are offered, with students participating in the Regional Drama Camp and Arts North Drama competition at NIDA. These Drama workshops have been very popular and have led to a number of annual evening performances


Public Speaking and Debating 
[image: ]Ryde Secondary College offers students in years 8-12 the opportunity to participate in inter-school debating competitions, including the Premier's Debating Challenge. Debating requires team work and leadership skills, as students are required to work together, under time restrictions, to present a logical and well supported argument in either favour or opposition of an unknown topic. Debating increases student confidence, public speaking skills, general knowledge and ability to work in a team. Ryde Secondary College routinely runs workshops with professional adjudicators to assist students, and debating teams train regularly with a teacher.

Leadership and public speaking often go hand in hand. As such, students are given the opportunity to compete in public speaking competitions from Year 7. The English faculty runs a Year 7-wide public speaking competition each year. The winners of this competition deliver their speeches at assemblies, and often go on to join a debating team in subsequent years. Students from years 7-12 are invited, through the newsletter and their English teachers, to participate in public speaking competitions, such as those run by the Sydney Morning Herald and the Plain Language Association.

Debating and public speaking are excellent skills that can be applied in multiple ways. They give potential leaders the opportunity to express themselves, build confidence and become comfortable with an audience.
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Wednesday Maths Help
The Wednesday Maths Help is offered by a group of civic minded year 10, and sometimes year 11, Mathematics students who give up their lunchtimes to help junior students with their Maths.  Sometimes this entails them going through classwork and explaining the processes to clarify concepts and sometimes they are helping students with their homework.  Preparation for assessments can also be a focus with more students attending for assistance at these times.  This is a very successful initiative that the students who attend really appreciate the help they are offered.
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Musical program
As well as Curricular and Elective music courses at the College we also offer a number of co-curricular opportunities for students, namely Choir, Concert Band, Jazz Band, String Ensemble and Guitar Ensemble, four season concerts, and an Arts Festival Concert.  Our College ensembles compete annually often with great success, in the Ryde Eisteddfod, and perform in local retirement homes.
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Visual Arts Workshops & Competitions
Students are offered a selection of lunchtime and after school Visual Arts workshops throughout the year. These may be weekly or one-off workshops, incursions or excursions. Previous workshops available to students have included canvas painting, watercolour painting, ceramics, film-making and editing, design and street art workshops. Students are guided by tutors, artists-in-residence or industry experts. Annual competitions include the Year 7 Colour Canvas and Manga Magic Competitions for all grades. Students can find out about these opportunities from their Visual Arts teacher, the CAPA noticeboard and school announcements.
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Dance Ensemble and Dance Company
(before school)
Weekly after school dance classes are offered to students in years 7, 8 and 9. Students are provided with a range of opportunities to develop their technical repertoire, improve their movement skills and choreograph for a variety of different styles of dance including; hip hop, contemporary and jazz. Students develop their confidence in utilising movement to create expression and meaning and learn how to perform for an audience.
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Annual Ski Trip 
Interested students are invited to participate in our annual ski trip to Thredbo or Perisher Valley.  Accommodation is in the villages. Around 50 students attend this popular activity coordinated by Mr Han, annually
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Da Vinci Decathlon
The “Da Vinci Decathlon” is a prestigious event designed to challenge and enrich the learning of students across Australia.  This enrichment activity will require students to work collaboratively with their teammates, as they problem solve and engage in a variety of disciplines.  The competition places a particular emphasis on higher order thinking skills, problem solving and creativity.
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Sound, Lighting & Stage Crew
The Sound, Lighting and Stage crew is responsible for running school assemblies, concerts and events throughout the year such as the Creative Arts Festival, Fashion Show and Ryde Idol. Students learn to operate state of the art sound, lighting and projection equipment in a dynamic team environment. The team regularly transforms the Multi-Purpose Centre into an exciting space for performers and audiences, adding to the live performance experience. Students can develop skills that may be used in the new Vocational Education Training: Entertainment course, running for Preliminary HSC students.  See Mr Calder for more information. 
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Café Malvina
Café Malvina is a school-to-work initiative that gives students the opportunity to work in a ‘real-life ‘cafe. Each year, 28 Year 9 students participate in barista training at the Ryde Coffee Academy. These students form three teams who are rostered to work every Friday at Cafe Malvina which is set up in the staff common room. We have a professional coffee machine and café equipment. Students take part in a full range of jobs required for running a café and these include taking orders, waiting tables, washing up, making coffee, tea and milkshakes and cash transactions. A number of our students become quite competent baristas and hone their skills when they volunteer to make coffee before school in the mornings. These are usually senior students who have participated in the Café Malvina program. All students who are members of the Café team gain skills and confidence which help to make them work-ready
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Study Centre
The Study Centre is held each Wednesday and Thursday afternoon in the Library until 5.15 pm and is supervised by College teaching staff. Staff are available to tutor and assist with assessments, as well as supervise the completion of homework. The Study Centre is also a great place to get in some extra reading or look for and borrow your next great read.  Permission notes must be signed by the students and their parents.
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Composition Club
Are you a student who loves to create music? Are you someone who loves to write song lyrics? Well COMPOSITION CLUB is for you! Come join the Composition Club Google classroom where new challenges will be posted each Monday.

We post weekly challenges as well as enter in state-wide competitions to showcase the amazing talent we have at RSC! When at school, students get the opportunity to use the new recording studio (A2) to produce and record their music, as well as learn how to use audio editing softwares such as Garageband and Logic. We'll also be teaching you how to use these programs during online-learning.  The Google Classroom code is: reve2fa


[image: ]

Write a Book in a Day Competition       
‘Write a Book in a Day Competition’ is a fun, creative and collaborative competition for students in years 5 to 12, from schools and writing groups across the country. Teams of up to ten have just twelve hours to write and illustrate a book from start to finish. Each group also attempts to raise charity funds for the Kids Cancer Project. 
State and National Awards are presented for the best book in categories across Primary, Middle and Upper School levels. 
In 2021 a team of 7 RSC students were awarded the Best Book in the Middle School category at both State and National Levels. 
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Future Teachers Club                                                                                                          
This program, coordinated by Ms Norris, features a range of regular sessions involving many teachers at RSC over a full year.  The lunchtime seminars cover all that those who are interested in a teaching career may find helpful.  Anyone interested in joining should see Ms Henwood and complete the online survey to register
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Tournament of Minds
Tournament of Minds (TOM) allows students to showcase their creativity, passion, interest and problem solving skills in an exciting and unique way.  The competition provides a platform for excellence and equips students with strategies and skills which will support future success.  Tournament of Minds mirrors 21st century citizens.  Students who undertake this challenge will be given an extraordinary and memorable experience.


[image: ]Raise Youth Mentoring Program
Ryde Secondary College runs a Raise Youth Mentoring Program.  This program is an early intervention wellbeing program that aligns with the National Wellbeing Frameworks.  The program involves volunteers from the community, meeting with students at the same time each week for one on one mentoring in Terms 2, 3 and three weeks of Term 4.  All community mentors have been formally trained in best practice mentoring and have undergone the necessary screening process to be able to work closely with students.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGLJfCdkISwjy4t7gehSxIUUWgv1QKsjCCRWruTn78ZBRPyg/viewform

At RSC there is something for everyone with other activities listed below:
	CAPA
	
	Activity
	Years
	Contact

	
	Creative Arts

	
	 1
	“rsc creative” Arts Festival
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	 2
	Art Club
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	 3
	Annual Music Night
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	 4
	Season Concerts
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	Drama

	
	 5
	Drama Showcase
	9-12
	Ms Mitchell

	
	 6
	Drama Club
	All
	Ms Mitchell

	
	 7
	Production Evenings
	      All
	Ms Kinley/Ms Mitchell

	
	Music

	
	 8
	Choir
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	 9
	Concert Band
	All
	Ms Kinley (Mr Kenny)

	
	10
	Jazz Band
	All
	Ms Kinley (Mr Davis)

	
	11
	Vocal Ensemble
	8-12
	Ms Kinley

	
	12
	String Ensemble
	All
	Ms Kinley (Ms Scolaro)

	
	13
	Concerts, Competitions & Eisteddfods
	All
	Music Staff

	
	14
	Guitar Ensemble
	All
	Ms Weng 

	
	15
	Rock Band
	All
	Ms Kinley

	
	16
	RSC Drummers
	All
	Ms Kinley (Mr Tsai)

	
	17
	Composition Club
	All
	Ms Francis

	TAS
	TAS

	
	18
	Entertainment Taster (Primary)
	
	Mr Calder

	
	19
	Annual Fashion Show
	All
	Ms Marten

	
	20
	Budding Chef Workshops (Primary)
	
	Ms Marten/Ms White

	
	21
	Fashion Workshops (Primary)
	
	Ms Simon/Ms Stokes

	
	22
	Engineering in Action Workshops (Primary)
	
	Mr McFarlane

	
	23
	Design Thinking Workshops (Primary)
	
	Ms Marten/Mr Calder

	GENERAL
	Cultural Exchanges

	
	24
	Indonesian Education Ministry Visit
	All
	Ms Wholohan

	
	Technology

	
	25
	Sound & Lighting Team
	All
	Mr Calder/Ms Baso

	
	General

	
	26
	Book Club
	All
	Mr Tam

	
	27
	History Club
	All
	Mr Vaccarella

	
	28
	Study Centre
	All
	Ms Baso

	
	29
	Bangalay Literary Festival
	All
	Ms Mitchell

	Leadership and Personal Development
	Leadership and Personal Development

	
	30
	Charity Fundraising
	All
	SRC

	
	31
	Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
	9-12
	Mr Farag

	
	32
	House Captains
	   9&11
	Mr Young

	
	33
	Wednesday Maths Help
	7-10
	Ms Yellowlees

	
	34
	Peer Mentoring
	10
	Ms Kollias/Ms Rai

	
	35
	Prefect Body/School Captains
	11-12
	Ms Kollias

	
	36

	Students’ Representative Council (SRC)
	7-11
	Mr Bollard

	
	37
	Social Justice
	All
	Mr Bollard

	
	38
	Environment Group (SRC)
	   7-12
	Ms Guo/Ms Van Es

	
	39
	Food Drives for NRCA
	All
	SRC

	
	40
	Café Malvina
	
	Ms Dowdy/Ms Penrose/Ms McGinn

	
	41
	Work Experience
	9-12
	Ms Van Es/Ms Kollias (rel.) 

	
	42
	Career Workshops
	10-12
	Ms Van Es/Ms Kollias (rel.)

	
	43
	Raise Youth Mentoring Program
	All
	Ms Palu

	SPORT
	Sport

	
	44
	Grade Sport summer/winter
	All
	Mr Young

	
	45
	Netball Competition
	All
	Ms Young

	
	46
	Soccer – Indoor – Futsal
	All
	Mr Canale

	
	47
	Soccer – Open – Girls
	8 -12
	Ms Robertson

	
	48
	Social Sports – summer and winter
	All
	Mr Young

	
	49
	Touch Football
	All
	Ms Robertson

	
	50
	Volleyball Competition
	All
	Mr Young

	
	51
	Dance Ensemble 
	All
	Ms Baso

	
	52
	Dance Company
	
	Ms Baso

	
	53
	Gym & Fitness Club
	All
	PDHPE

	
	54
	House Patrons, Cressy
	
	Mr McCartan/Ms Marten

	
	55
	House Patrons, Buffalo
	
	Mr Ha/Ms Elgood

	
	56
	House Patrons, Malvina
	
	Ms Jamaleddine

	
	57
	House Patrons, Forrest
	
	Mr Joseph

	
	58
	Knock-Out Sports (16)
	All
	PDHPE

	Public Speaking
	Public Speaking

	
	59
	Legacy Public Speaking Competition
	7-9
	Ms Penrose

	
	60
	Plain English Public Speaking Competition
	10-12
	Ms Penrose 

	
	61
	Premier’s Debating Challenge
	8-12
	Ms Penrose 

	Support Unit

	Support Unit
	62
	Day of Disability
	Support
	Ms Denton

	
	63
	Girls Grooming
	Support
	Ms Denton

	
	64
	Laundry Club
	Support
	Ms Denton

	
	65
	Retail & Marketing
	Support
	Ms Denton

	
	66
	Work Experience
	Support
	Ms Denton

	
	
	
	
	

	Competitions
	Competitions

	
	67
	Assessment of Language Competence (ACER) French Certificate 1 
	10
	Ms Ray

	
	68
	Assessment of Language Competence (ACER) French Certificate 1
	10
	Ms Ray

	
	69
	Assessment of Language Competence (ACER) Japanese Certificate 1
	11
	Ms Kim

	
	70
	Assessment of Language Competence (ACER) Japanese Certificate 2
	12
	Ms Kim

	
	71
	ASX Sharemarket Game
	All
	Mr Farag

	
	72
	Australian Mathematics Competition
	All 
	Ms Yellowlees

	
	73
	Australian National Chemistry Quiz
	All 
	Ms Jain

	
	74
	National Geography Competition
	7-10
	Mr Farag

	
	75
	Dorothea McKellar Poetry Competition
	All
	Ms Tran/Ms Jamaleddine 

	
	76
	The Simpson Prize – History
	9-10
	Mr Park 

	
	77
	UBS
	
	Mr Joseph

	
	78
	Da Vinci Decathalon
	7-11
	Ms Maxwell

	
	79
	Tournaments of the Mind
	7-10
	Ms Kong

	
	80
	Write a Book in a Day Competition
	All
	Ms Tran/Ms Jamaleddine

	
	81
	Premier’s Reading Challenge
	All
	Mr Tam
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